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3 St Aidan’s Church development see what’s in store at the former 

church site on Coronation Square  

4 The Summer Library Challenge children aged three to 12 years old 

and their families to discover everything their library service  

7 The St Marks Summer Fair join the community activities team  on 

Saturday July 22nd for all the fun of the fair 

8 FREE cricket programme join the FREE cricket for children aged 5—11 

with voucher code ! 

11 Diverse Leap  See if this new support service in Hesters Way can offer 

something for you  

12 Reclaim Furniture Reuse Scheme Find out how to benefit form the 

scheme, volunteer or donate 

13 Weigh & Go FREE to join weigh & go offers regular advice to help you 

meet your weight loss goals  

 14 Midsummer Fiesta This great local event is on again at Montpellier 

Park on July 15th—lots of activities for the children! 

18 Springbank Fun Day check out all the family fun and entertainment 
on the Springbank Fun Day on August 23rd  

20 Community Passion Play Auditions for this exciting outdoor Easter 
2024 performance coming soon! 

28 Andrew Bird Hearing Book your free hearing test today at this 
outstanding local family run business  

28 Summer of Play Don’t forget to out the town wide summer of play 
date in you diary; Wednesday 2nd August!  

Summer 2023  

News, events, activities and stories 
from the west of Cheltenham in 

SPRING 2023 

For electronic copies see 
hwpartnership.org.uk/viewpoint   

Call 01242 575638 for info 
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Survey ends July 31st  

Redevelopment of St Aidans 
Church Land  
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Gloucestershire Libraries will be launching a brand new challenge for children this 
summer. The Library Challenge aims to encourage children aged three to 12 years 
old and their families to discover everything their library service has to offer 
including reading any books they choose, taking part in events and getting into 
nature. Participants will receive incentives and prizes along the way, with a firm 
focus on discovering new interests and having fun. 

Running from 15 July to 16 September 2023, The Library Challenge aims to 
encourage children and families to access their local library services and celebrate 
their own journey. The theme is music and there will be plenty of tuneful fun and 
excitement to be had, with a whole host of events happening across the county 
They will include interactive theatre performances from the Everyman, instrument 
crafts and musical workshops highlighting a range of different musical genres. 

Joining The Library Challenge is free and all 40 libraries across the county will be 
taking part. Library membership is also free to any resident in Gloucestershire or 
neighbouring county. To sign up for The Library Challenge, visit your local library 
from Saturday July 15 or at any point during the summer and speak to a friendly 
member of the team. 

Visit gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/thelibrarychallenge to find out more and 
you can also follow Gloucestershire Libraries on social media for updates. To find 
events and activities happening in your local library this summer and beyond, and 
to book your places for free, go to gloucestershire.spydus.co.uk 

Cllr Dave Norman, cabinet member for libraries, said: “This is a fantastic new 
initiative to get children and their families involved in their local libraries and have 
plenty of fun and discover new interests along the way.” 
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Hesters Way Library 

Tuesdays | 10:30 – 11:00 

Saturdays | 10:30 – 11:00 
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Who are Diverse Leap?  

We know that many people with poor 
mental wellbeing can easily become 
isolated or find it increasingly hard to 
cope with normal day-to-day life but we 
also know how much benefit can be 
found from simply having someone who 
will listen to them without judgement. 
Diverse Leap provides that “Listening 
Ear” in a safe place. We provide not only 
empathy (and a cup of tea) but also evi-
dence-based advice and support, sign-
posting to professional sources of treat-
ment and activities to promote positive 
mental wellbeing. All our volunteers are 
accredited Mental Health First Aiders 
and are passionate about making a 
difference to people's lives; many also 

GET FREE 1-2-1 SUPPORT 
FROM OUR TRAINED 
VOLUNTEERS THURSDAYS 
10AM - 1PM @ HESTERS 
WAY COMMUNITY 
RESOURCE CENTRE  

bring their own lived experience to 
share. Our very firm intent is that 
no-one who visits Diverse Leap 
leaves us feeling lonely or hope-
less but instead is empowered and 
supported to take more control 
over their own lives. So, although 
we appreciate it can be tough to 
talk about our own feelings and 
emotions, we encourage anyone 
who is feeling low or anxious to 
“take that leap” and come along 
and see us. All our services are 
confidential and are provided free 
of charge. Diverse Leap is a charity 
formed in Gloucester in December 
2021 with the aim of supporting 
people who are experiencing poor 
mental wellbeing. Want to be part 
of the difference we are making? If 
you’re inspired by our mission, and 
have a little money to spare, we 
accept donations via our paypal - 
just scan the QR code here or visit 
diverseleap.org/how-you-can-
help  
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Reclaim Furniture Re-use 
Scheme  

The Reclaim furniture re-use scheme at Unit 25b on the Lansdown Ind Estate, GL51 
8PL has been serving the community since 2004. Last year it re-used over 60 tonnes 
of furniture helping people to furnish their properties, set themselves up and build 
their homes. 

Reclaim is a lot more than just selling furniture and paint, it helps train people and over 
the years we have helped many obtain work. Adults wishing to get back into a routine 
and learn job skills or want to make new friends can volunteer their services. Reclaim 
also has one full time vacancy at present for a paid driver/volunteer supervisor.  

Voluntary positions open for its midweek van crew and volunteers need to be fit 
enough to lift furniture. Helpers have the choice of doing a long morning stint of 4-5 
hours or doing 6-7 hours and have a choice of how many days they do. The routine is 
the same, but no two days are alike.  

For anyone not looking for a job or to return to employment, volunteering for a charity 
is a way to give something back to the community and Reclaim is part of Vision 21, an 
environmental charity based here in Cheltenham. Vision 21 is working hard to tackle the 
effects of climate change and to help protect the planet.  

We need your help, so that we can continue to make our communities stronger. 
Reclaim will provide the uniform (not as shown) safety gear and lunch to all who come 
and help us. Why not give us a call 01242 228823 or email reclaim@vision21.org.uk.  

mailto:reclaim@vision21.org.uk
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Join the New Weigh & Go               
programme in                        

West Cheltenham! 
During the 12-week programme you will be weighed in a private setting with 
our health coach and receive helpful advice to help you achieve your weight 
loss goals. We’ve supported thousands of people in Gloucestershire to lose 
weight and we can help you too! 

Below is the first of many new locations to come the town, so you can join 
which ever will be convenient to you: 

• Friday – 1pm - 3pm Hesters Way Community Resource Centre— Cassin 
Drive, Cheltenham GL51 7SU (Limited car park is at the back of the build-
ing with disabled access) 

 

How it works: 
1. To sign up to this FREE programme complete the short form below 
2. You will receive a phone call to explain the Weigh & Go service in more 

detail from one of our friendly coaches  
3. Attend a drop-in clinic to get weighed and receive advice and tips to 

support your journey 
4. You will receive a call at the end of the 12-weeks to 

discuss your progress and complete the pro-
gramme 

 
You’re welcome to come once a week, twice a month 
– whatever works best for you! 
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@  
12.00-4.00pm                                                                    

 
Coached football and basketball sessions 

@hwpartnership 01242 575638 
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Cosy Homes 
Would you like your home to be cosier home 
next winter? Have you ever thought about 
energy efficiency improvements you’d like to 
make but not been sure how to go about it? 

A team from University of West England (UWE Bristol) and Cheltenham Zero 
will be in Hesters Way in September offering a special workshop on improving 
your home and reducing energy.  

We’ll be giving you loads of advice and ideas about how to tackle this, 
supported by agencies who can talk about best things to do for your money, 
from quick wins to more drastic changes.  

We’ll give you the opportunity to 
ask questions about anything 
from finding trades and the 
process of approvals, to funding 
and community initiatives.  

It will be a great opportunity to 
meet others in your community 
with similar aspirations, learn a 
little more about things you can 
do to retrofit your home for 
better comfort and lower energy 
bills. 

More info coming soon! 
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Final Push for Local Information 

The Hesters Way Forum has been given the go ahead by Cheltenham Borough 
Council to make further progress in preparation for a referendum planned to 
coincide with the borough elections in May 2024. 

The Forum is keen to finalise proposals ready for the formal examination 
process to begin later in the year. As part of that there’ll be a final bit of 
evidence gathering which will be needed to make sure that the residents of 
Hesters Way are happy with the plan.  

The Forum are interested in finding out 
more about the community spaces, 
sustainability and transport links across the 
area to ensure all residents' needs are 
catered for. 

Look out for further feedback 
opportunities coming soon.  

SPRINGFIELD PARK 
FAMILY FUN DAY 

10AM 2PM AUGUST 23RD 
Featuring; Childrens activities, Bouncy Castles, 

Community Groups, Police, Fire Engine, Move 

More, The Robins (CTFC), and MUCH MORE! 

Sponsored by HAF, Springbank Community Group. CBC, ILP, Tesco, Sewa Day 
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If you want to find out what's 
available in west Cheltenham 
then why not try looking in the 
West Cheltenham Directory? 

westcheltenham.org/directory 

 From parks and shops to venues 
and services there’s lots to 

discover! 
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VOLUNTEER LITTER-PICK 

10am FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

FEEL FREE TO JOIN US 
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Specialists in family law 

DS Legal is an experienced, highly regarded forward-looking law practice, specialising in 
family law. We are committed to offering a first-class service and we pride ourselves on 
our no-nonsense and practical approach. 

We provide clear and effective advice, whilst at the same time understanding just how 
difficult family breakdowns can be. We offer our clients professional and informed advice 

Domestic Abuse 

Domestic abuse isn’t just about violent behaviour, 
victims can also experience verbal abuse and feel 
intimidated and controlled. In fact, the definition of 
domestic violence has recently been updated to 
include reference to emotional abuse and financial. 

Costs and Legal Aid 

If you are a victim of abuse, whether it is physical, emotional, psychological or financial 
you may be eligible for legal aid.  We hold legal aid franchises in all our offices and we can 
quickly assess and if appropriate devolve powers to ensure that you get the protection 
you need when you need it. We will assess you or personal circumstances and advise on 
whether you are eligible for legal aid.  If you own your own home or have additional 
assets we will advise on whether the statutory charge is likely to come into effect and 
provide you with an estimate of what that charge may be.  Alternatively, we will 
endeavour to provide you with a fixed fee, so that you do not have to worry about 
ongoing legal costs. 

Can we help you? 

Please get in touch with us to find out how we can help you, please call Mark  on 01242 
517949 or mail us at enquiries@ds-legal.co.uk. We work in the strictest confidence and 
we are here to help. 

Eagle Tower 

Montpellier Drive 

Cheltenham 

Gloucestershire 

Mark Saunders 

enquiries@ds-legal.co.uk 

01242 517949  
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Domestic abuse isn’t just about violent behaviour, victims can also experience verbal 
abuse and feel intimidated and controlled. In fact, the definition of domestic violence 
has recently been updated to include reference to emotional abuse and financial. 
 
If you are a parent, you won’t be the only victim – your children will have to live 
through the abuse with you. When there are children in the household, they witness 
the violence that is occurring, and in eighty per cent of cases, they are in the same or 
the next room. In about half of all domestic violence situations, the children are also 
being directly abused themselves. For the victim, whilst the risk of staying with the 
abuser may be very high, simply leaving the relationship doesn’t guarantee that the 
violence will stop. In fact, the period when a woman is planning to make her exit, is 
often the most dangerous time for her and her children. 
 
DS Legal is a specialist law firm with renowned experience in cases of domestic abuse. 
We can give you advice and support to protect you and your children and prevent 
further suffering. Protection is available for victims both under criminal law and civil 
law. 
 
Our expert team has extensive experience in helping victims of domestic violence. 
Partner Mark Saunders is an accredited domestic violence legal specialist with over 20 
years experience in this field. Mark and the DS Legal team work closely with local 
authorities, police and voluntary organisations on all type of domestic violence cases. 
We have the depth of experience to handle all manner of sensitive cases. 
 
You can try to get some protection from your abuser by applying to the court for a 
injunction or a protection order. An injunction is a court order that can prevent your 
partner or ex-partner from using or threatening violence against you and your child, or 
intimidating or harassing you. 
 
As a specialist family law firm, DS Legal has extensive experience in all manner of 
domestic abuse cases. We can give you advice and support to protect you and your 
children and prevent further suffering. Our expert lawyers work with local authorities, 
police and voluntary organisations on all type of domestic violence cases. 

Applying for an injunction 

If you are a victim of domestic violence and abuse you must seek help as your 
situation will never improve otherwise. You can try to get an injunction which can stop 
your partner or ex partner from intimidating or harassing you. 
 
For further help please see the 
information on the opposite 
page.  
 
 
 

Domestic Abuse 
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LISTENING POST 
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NB we cannot accept refrigerated or frozen products 
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Your  journey to better hearing  
Staff at Andrew Bird Hearing Limited abide by the simple principle that 
clients should be at the forefront of everything they do.  The independent 
family-run business prides itself on transforming people’s lives by giving 
them the gift of sound. But it is the way they do this that makes them stand 
out from the crowd.  

Their focus is to greet both old and 
new clients with a personal service.  
Its team of certified and experienced 
audiologists then take the time to 
get to know clients to better 
understand their needs.   

The 14-year-old business is also 
completely independent, which 
means any hearing aids are 
dispensed purely to better suit the 
client’s hearing loss and lifestyle. As they are not affiliated to any 
manufacturers, they are not limited to selling certain products. 

Andrew Bird set up the business in 2007 to make a difference to people’s 
lives by focusing on customer care, rather than sales and profit. The 
business head office is in Cheltenham however they hold hearing clinics in 
over 30 different centres throughout the South West.  

Mr Bird said: “We care about our clients, we always focus on them, they are 
the most important people. They talk and we listen.  Our main priority is the 
client’s individual needs. We have never believed in pushy selling tactics or 
pressure sales; we simply do everything we can to meet their needs.” 

The business has continued to grow steadily and increase the range of 
services it offers. 

To make an appointment, call 01242 262551 or email 
info@andrewbirdhearing.co.uk 

For more information visit the website at 
www.andrewbirdhearing.co.uk 
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cgcoordinator1@readeasy.org.uk 



 


