West Cheltenham
Children & Young People’s Group 

Monday 1st December 2025 2.30pm-3.30pm
HWCRC

		Present:
	

	Andy Hayes (Chair) – WCP
Mollie Rooke-Matthews – SCG
Andy Herbert – Move More
	Suzanne Williams – CBC / GCC
Shelley Thomas – Aspire
Maria Allebone - WCP



Agenda Item 1 Welcome, Introductions and Apologies from:  Chris Slack – The Rock, Linda Grice – YMCA, Alexis Turner – CBC

Agenda Item 2 - Minutes of the previous meeting included a date correction and signed by the Chair. 

Actions from September meeting.  None

Agenda Item 3 – HAF feedback 

Bookings are live from today (Dec 1st) with a phased ticket release to allow more vulnerable families to secure places. Tickets are available for the Panto/ Bloodhound / Leisure@ / Ice skating / camp at Balcarras and all can be booked from here;

https://familyhubs.gloucestershire.gov.uk/events-haf 
 
Some organisations will be offering HAF at Christmas though this can often be difficult to attract families depending on term end dates and weather. SCG offering cinema trip on Dec 14th and Santas Grotto on 20th December. SG will start at10am and include activities; crafts, food and a donkey from Good Day Farm! Aspire will be helping on the day
Agenda Item 4 Partners Reports
Springbank Community Group – The Music bus sessions started on May 8th and finished on 17th July – they were well received, and young people keen for more sessions in 2026.

The youth project at the Springbank Creative Space continues to attract young people ages 8-14 with a new partnership with the Everyman Theatre proposed for the new year.

On December 20th the group will be holding a charity fancy dress fun run in Springfield Park, HAF events as above followed by Carols in the Cafe on in the evening from 6pm. 

The annual Peace camp will be hosted by SCG for the fourth time in August next year. Fundraising activities including a quiz in the cafe will be taking place to ensure the 8 young people selected only have to pay £100 for the week. It was suggested that CBC’s ASDAN leaders might apply for places

Move More – MM will be hosting a Community Connector funded via Gloucestershire Gateway Trust to support Children and Families in West Cheltenham. The post will be for 5 years with a review after 2.5 years. Training via Go Together will take place and staff will be working in the new year

CBC – Received from Alexis (Not present) Updates from The Moors - Christmas:
Community Wreath Making in The Moors this Wednesday (3rd December) on St. Peters Square, 3.30pm – 5.30pm. Emma from Wild and Green will be running the session, Cllr. Victoria Atherstone and Geraldine from NCLB are going to come along to consult with the young people about the Youth Pass and the Children’s Society will be there with their fire pit making hot chocolate and toasting marshmallows with the kids.
 
The kids have nearly finished their music track that they’ve been working on with The Music Works, this Tuesday (2nd December) is the last session. Next Thursday we are running a trip with them to the music studio in Gloucester so that they can record their track and a music video.
 
On Tuesday 16th December the Young Leaders who completed their course (6 young people in total) will be going to the Mayors Parlour to have their certificates handed to them by the Mayor.
 
On Wednesday 17th we’ll be having our last session on St. Peters Square for this year and will be doing Christmas Crafts with the kids which will include making lanterns and doing a little parade with them around St. Peters Square.
 
2026 in The Moors: During the winter, I’ll be continuing to support the weekly sessions with Move More on St. Peters Square, the Children’s Society will also be continuing their Hot Chocolate Club.
 
In the Spring (after the Easter holidays), we’re hoping to run Forest School with Wild and Green again as the kids have been asking for it.

Aspire 

Will be running a Christmas drop in at the Hesters Way Childrens Centre on Tuesday 30th December 1pm – 2.30pm featuring activities and mince pies! A second event will take place in Oakley that week

West Cheltenham Partnership

A Toy Swap event took place on Sunday 29th December with 40 families joining in. See here for the BBC report; https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5yq4rdrv1mo 

Maria will be running crafts activities followed by the Christmas Community Lunch (A ”pay what you can” meal ) and bingo on December 12th at HWCRC. Other activities include a mums and babies coffee morning on Mondays from 10am, Christmas Charity Santa on a Sleigh from 6pm also on December 12th run by the Round Table and supported by local volunteers. The Christmas on the Square event will be on 13th December and a Xmas meal on December 25th.
(see Viewpoint for more details ; https://westcheltenham.org/viewpoint )
In the new year partnership with The Festivals will continue, hopefully offering more opportunities for young people.
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Agenda Item 6 - Date of next meeting

Monday 2nd March 2026 
2.30pm – 4.00pm
@ TBC
Invitations by email 

For future meeting dates please see our website via Meetings – WEST CHELTENHAM PARTNERSHIP
	

	
	


Signed ………………………………			Date……………………………………………
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