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3 Hesters Way Community Centre Check out the “rabge 

of activities and services at the community resource centre 

5 Breakfast Club Details of the West Cheltenham Partnership 

free children’s holiday breakfast club at Hesters Way Community Centre  

6 Welly Walk Kids, test your balance, speed climbing and splashing 

skills in this fun new activity ! 

9 Oasis Centre Find out more about the exciting activities offered 
by the YMCA at the centre on Coronation Square  
 

10 Golden Valley Development more news from the team 
at HBD as the project begins to take shape!  
 

14 Youth Opportunities Find out about some fun and work 
opportunities available in Springbank for young people    
 

16 The Rock This Summer Theres lots to do throughout the 

summer at The Rock including laser tag and boxercise! 

18 Local Author Novel Out Now! Jess Blatchley’s chilling 

new thriller Roofboy gets a summer release! 

22 - 23 Gardening Club Come and feel the benefit of this fun 
gardening club run monthly at the Hesters Way Community Centre 
 

28 - 29 Springbank Youth Club Find out what activities the 
SCG are offering for local young people in Springbank 
 

32 Celebration Day A family friendly day for all at Hesters Way 
Community Centre with music sports arts crafts and ice cream !! 

Summer 2026 

News, events, activities and 
stories from the west of 

Cheltenham in SUMMER 2026 

                                                                                                                            

 

Online 
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viewpoint  or  01242 575638  
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Golden Valley Update 
We’re excited to be moving into a new 
phase for Golden Valley and wanted to 

share a quick update with you. 

This summer, our contractor partner Bowmer + 
Kirkland will begin preparing the site and starting 
construction on the first phase, which includes IDEA 
and ROUTER (see location plan below). Throughout 
the programme they will be providing regular 
updates on progress up to completion in Spring 2028. 

IDEA will be our central innovation hub. It is designed 
to build on Gloucestershire’s strengths in cyber 
security and bring together expertise from fast-

IDEA—innovation hub 

ROUTER— travel hub 

Telstar Way 



 

growing sectors such as cyber, 
AI and communications. 

It will create opportunities for 
collaboration between 
government, SMEs, start-ups, 
major tech businesses, 
universities and investors. We 
believe it will become a real 
national asset, and we’re excited 
to see it take shape. 

The second building in this first 
phase will be ROUTER. It is 
designed to make it easier for people to move around Golden Valley and connect 
with local neighbourhoods. It will include cycle facilities, e-bike charging, 453 
parking spaces, showers and lockers, real-time travel information. 

When complete, Golden Valley is expected to provide more than 2,500 homes and 
up to 12,000 jobs, as well as green spaces and community infrastructure. 

And while we start work on delivering Golden Valley we are proud to be working 
with the local community on a series of initiatives. At the recent Cheltenham 
Science Festival we met lots of inspiring young people who used AI to create their 
own fantastic ideas for Golden Valley. We were really pleased to be able to 
sponsor this great event which brought together so many people. 

We’re also supporting coding and robotics workshops in seven schools through our 
Jam Coding programme. Springbank Primary Academy, Hester’s Way Primary and 
St Thomas More Catholic Primary will be the next schools to take part in these 
hands-on sessions, which cover game design, programming, stop-motion 
animation and robotics. 

By investing in these early skills programmes, we’re helping to grow local talent 
around Golden Valley and giving young people practical digital experience that 
could lead to future careers in cyber, tech and R&D. 

On Wednesday 5th August 2026, we’ll be back at the No Child Left Behind Party in 
the Park, which we are proud to be sponsoring for a second year. 

Stay up to date with all our news through our community newsletter, you can sign 
up through our website:  

https://www.goldenvalleyuk.com/ 
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 Springbank Community Group Youth Work 
At Springbank Community Group CiC, our youth work sessions continue to provide safe, 
welcoming spaces for children and young people across West Cheltenham. Through sessions in 
Springbank, Brizen and Churchdown, young people are 
supported to build confidence, friendships and important life 
skills while having fun in a positive environment. Sessions 
regularly include sports, team games, arts and crafts, cooking, 
wellbeing activities, competitions and trips. 

Over the last year, young people have taken part in tie-dye 
workshops, healthy cooking, football tournaments, glass painting, 
music sessions and visits from organisations including 
Gloucestershire Constabulary and UK Parliament outreach staff. 
These opportunities encourage creativity, teamwork and 
confidence while helping young people learn about staying safe, 
healthy relationships and the world around them. 

Youth club is often much more than activities. For many young 
people it is somewhere they feel listened to, accepted and 
supported through challenges at school, home or within 
friendships. Young people told us: “It’s where I can be myself.” “I’ve 
made new friends.” “It gives me something to look forward to every 
week.” 

For more information: youthwork@springbankcommunitygroup.org 

Work Experience Opportunities 
Springbank Community Group CiC is proud to offer work experience opportunities for local young 
people across a range of community projects. 

Placements give young people the opportunity to gain practical experience, build confidence and 
develop valuable employability skills within a supportive and welcoming environment. Young people 
may gain experience within our community café, food pantry, youth work sessions, events and 
community projects. 

We work closely with schools, colleges and families to ensure 
placements are tailored to the individual young person’s strengths, 
interests and support needs. For many young people, work 
experience is an important step towards independence, future 
employment and improved confidence. Several young people who 
initially joined us through work experience or volunteering have 
continued progressing into wider opportunities within the 
organisation and community. 

As a community organisation, we believe all young people should 
have access to meaningful opportunities to learn new skills and gain 
experience close to home. 

To find out more: youthwork@springbankcomunitygroup.org 
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Local author Jess Blatchley’s 
chilling new thriller Roofboy  

Jess Blatchley’s chilling new psychological 
thriller Roofboy is set to captivate readers this 
summer with a dark, emotionally charged story 
that lingers long after the final page. Published 
on 30th June, the novel explores motherhood, 
fear, and the unsettling question of whether 
some people are born dangerous. 

At the heart of the novel is Sasha Marsh, a single 
mother living with her seven-year-old son Gabriel 
in what appears to be an idyllic Cotswold village. 
Yet behind closed doors, life is anything but 
peaceful. Sasha keeps the windows locked, never 
allows Gabriel to play outside, and lives under the 
weight of a terrifying secret. As Gabriel begins to display increasingly 
disturbing behaviour, Sasha becomes consumed by a desperate mission 
to protect both her son and the world around him. 

With its claustrophobic atmosphere, 
unreliable narration, and moral ambiguity, 
Roofboy will appeal to fans of literary 
psychological fiction and dark domestic 
suspense alike. Published by Cranthorpe 
Millner Publishers, the book will be 
available in paperback and eBook formats 
on Amazon, Waterstones and from 
independent retailers. 

Jess Blatchley continues to support 
survivors of spiritual abuse while 
balancing her work as an author, singer, 
and teacher. Roofboy marks a powerful 
and unforgettable addition to 
contemporary psychological fiction. 

Pre-order now! Follow the author: 
Instagram: @jessblatchleyauthor 
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Friendly, Affordable Hair & Beauty with a Big Community Heart 
at Talking Heads, we’re proud to offer affordable hair and beauty 

services in a warm, welcoming environment where everyone 
feels at home.  

We love supporting our local community and regularly help with 
charity fundraising events throughout the year. Alongside our salon 

services, we also stock a lovely range of fresh local produce including: 

  Free range eggs   Local Gloucestershire honey   Pickled onions & pickled eggs 
  Homemade jams & chutneys 

We are always collecting donations for upcoming charity and community 
events, and any support is hugely appreciated. We welcome donations of: 

  Teddy bears   Chocolates & bottles   Beauty gift sets 

  Books & puzzles   Bric-a-brac & ornaments 
  Home & kitchenware   Jewellery   Raffle prizes …and much more!   

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday 25th September.  

Thank you for supporting local businesses, local people, and local 

charities — it really does make a  difference. ❤️ 

Sue Ryder Sewing Workshop - £10 per person 

Saturday 11th July 
3.00 p.m – 5.00 p.m 

  All materials and guidance included  
  Friendly help throughout the workshop 
  Sewing kits available to buy to continue at home – £5 each 
  Donations to Sue Ryder are warmly welcomed 

Talking Heads Hair & Beauty Salon                       

talkingheadscheltenham@gmail.com / 01242  239056   

www.talkingheadscheltenham.co.uk 

76 Tennyson Road, St Marks, GL51 7DB  

http://www.talkingheadscheltenham.co.uk/
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10am at Springbank Café            
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

 

FEEL FREE TO JOIN US 
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NB we cannot accept refrigerated or frozen products 
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